THE   FORMATION   OF   CLANS   AND   CASTES.      [CHAr: VII.

of men have been formed, dissolved, or absorbed into larger
civilisations.

Taking first, then, kinship or consanguinity, we find that
among the Rajput clans of central India the sentiment  still
maintains its widest, and what is probably its most primitive,
development;   for the  feeling of kindred evidently dwindles
and contracts, through obvious causes, as civilisation brings
other ties.    In the combination of modern European society
it is of little importance   even within   the narrow sphere of
families, and throughout the greater part of India it is merely
an important social element; but among the clans it is the
supreme consideration.    It   must be remembered that in all
pure Hindu society the law which regulates the degrees within
which marriage is interdicted, proceeds upon the theory that
between agnatic relatives contnilriinn is impossible.    And as by
an equally universal law no legitimate marriage can take place
between members of two entirely different castes or tribes, we
have thus each member of Hindu society ranged by the law of
intermarriage, first, as   belonging  to   an   outer group within
which he must marry; and secondly, as belonging to ail inner
group "of agnatic kinsfolk among whom he must  not  marry.
This is the normal and typical structure of Hindu society; it
is distributed primarily into  tribes or castes, and secondarily
into clans or families.    It is with these last-mentioned secon-
dly groups that we are now concerned,  sincje they clearly
embody the idea of kinship; and their shape and composition
tt*ay best be explained by calling each group a circle of affinity,
described by the radius of descent from the  central point of
one common ancestor,  real or reputed, so   that all persons
swept within this circumference are barred from interm&rriage.
Now of course this formation is of itself no way abnormal,
Since every table of prohibited degrees places persons within a
similar ring-fence and interdict; but we begin to appreciate
the immense influence of the idea of kinship on primitive
snnds when we perceive that widespread and numerous clans
ia central India are nothing else but great circles of affinity*
including, perhaps, a hundred thousand persons who cannot
lawfully intermarry.    It becomes worth while to look round